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  Friendship Christian School
                    “Making learning R-E-A-L; 
         Relational, Experiential, Academic, and for Life”

Dear Business Owner,

Recently, we have become aware of an exciting new opportunity that can positively impact your company’s image at no cost to you.  The state of Georgia has launched a new program that allows individuals and corporations to reduce their tax liability in exchange for a scholarship donation to a private educational institution.   You may ask, what does this have to do with my business?  If you have ever wondered where your tax dollars go, this does concern you and your business. 

In May 2008, the Georgia state legislature passed a bill called The Georgia Private School Tax Credit (HB1133).  This bill allotted $50 million per calendar year of state income tax money to be used for private school scholarships.  Individuals and companies paying Georgia income tax are allowed to donate to private schools and receive dollar for dollar credit off of their Georgia Income Tax making the cost of the donation essentially zero.  Individuals are allowed to take the credit for up to $1000 per year, $2500 for married couples filing jointly, and corporations are allowed to donate up to 75% of their Georgia tax liability and be reimbursed dollar for dollar by the state!  The donor can also take a charitable contribution deduction on their federal tax return.

It is possible to sponsor a full scholarship to a Georgia student, and every dollar be reimbursed to the donors by the state of Georgia!  Too good to be true?  We thought so at first, but then we did more research and were amazed at the resources available.  One of the most important aspects of this program is the understanding that the $50 million is available on a first-come-first-served basis.  Time is of the essence!  It is essential that we move immediately!  Once the money is gone, it’s gone.

There is no cost to our school, Friendship Christian School, to participate in this program.  This is not a fundraiser!  Most fundraising companies keep 35-50% of money received for their products and/or services—some even require thousands of dollars up front.  The Christian International Counseling & Ministries, Inc. (SSO) is a non-profit charitable organization and by law may only keep 10% of donations to cover office costs.  The school will receive 90% of donations made.

You, as a donor, can designate a specific school and even a specific student to receive the scholarship, as long as the student is not donor’s dependant.  There is a simple form to be completed and submitted to the Georgia Department of Revenue (DOR).  Once the DOR approves the donation, the donor has 30 days to make the donation to CICM SSO.  CICM SSO will then make disbursement of the funds to Friendship Christian School.  When you file your 2010 taxes, you will receive a dollar for dollar reimbursement (tax credit) for your donation.  This is not a deduction—it is a tax credit and will come directly off of your Georgia tax liability.  

We truly believe that this is a program that can revolutionize the future of our school and give us the resources to offer many more opportunities for every student.  This is a program for anyone who would like an opportunity to take command of the way in which our tax dollars are used.   

For further information, check out the CICM SSO website at www.cicmsso.org, or you may call Friendship Christian School at (678)-845-0418.  Also, feel free to consult your tax professional regarding this program.  We will be glad to talk with you to discuss this opportunity further.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, 






Martin Cochran







Headmaster                     






marty.cochran@fcsga.org









“I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15b

